SERMON 

Preach’d  before  the 


1  i 

a  ,<■  > 


A  N  I> 


*s 


»  ' 


•i 


Court  of  Aldermen, 

3  m  z:  J 

On  Tuefday  in-  Eafter-Pi 

i  1728 


•» 


n 


j  \  i 


i<  * 

[  h  * 


£ 


Afr  the  Ba*r is:H±G  hurch  of 

A.\  %■: 


'  f  >« 


V  mk.  ^.Bride’j'. 


in  FLEET  STREET. 


By  R  ogerAltham,  D.D . 

Archdeacon  of  M  idd  1  e fex. 
LONDON: 

Printed  for  G.  Strahan,  at  the  Golden 
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BEECHER,  Mayor. 
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Mart  is  14°  die  Mai j*  1728.  Annoque 
Regni  Regis  Georgii  fecundi  Magna 
Britannia*  &c.  prime. 

IT  is  Ordered  that  the  Thanks  of  this 
Court  be  given  to  the  Reverend  Do&or 
Alt  ham*  Archdeacon  of  Middlefex ,  for  his 
Sermon  preached  before  this  Court,  and 
the  Governours  of  the  feveral  Hofpitals  of 
this  City,  at  the  Parifti  Church  of  St.  Bridget , 
on  Tuefday  in  Eajler  Week  laft  5  and  that 
he  be  defired  to  Print  the  fame. 
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i  John  iv.  20. 


If  a  man  fay,  llove  God  and  hateth 


his  brother ,  he  is  a  liar :  for  he 


that  loveth  not  his  brother  whom 


he  hath  feen,  how  can  he  love 


God  whom  he  hath  not  feen  ? 


HIS  Apoftle  tells  us  in  the  beginning  of 


his  Gofpel  (a)>  that  no  man  hath  feen 


God  at  any  time ,  and  repeats  the  fame 


in  this  Chapter  (b).  But  yet  St.  ‘Paul  tells  us. 
That  even  the  invifible  things  of  God  are  clearly 
feen ,  being  underftood  by  the  things  that  are 
made  (f).  This  indeed  St.  Paul  fays  to  make  the 
Infidelity  of  the  Heathen,  even  upon  natural 
Principles,  inexcufably  guilty. 

But  if  we  take  in  not  only  the  natural  Sy- 
ftem,  but  alfo  that  fupernatural  Light  afforded 
us  by  the  Manifeftations  of  a  Divine  Revelation, 
we  fhall  find  there,  not  only  fufficient  Proof  of 
the  Being  of  a  God,  but  alfo  as  much  Convi&ion 


(a)  Chap.  i.  ver.  18.  (b)  Ver.  12.  (c)  Rom.  i.  20. 
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as  may  be  able  to  fatisfy  us  of  his  G^odneft, 
Kindnefs,  and  Beneficence,  to  hisCreature 

For  from  thence  we  learn,  that  ail arc 
or  hope  to  be,  is,  and  mu  ft  be,  owing  to  his  vo¬ 
luntary  and  free  Bounty  and  Goodnefs.  There 
is  no  other  Principle  could!  move  him  to  the 
Creation  of  us,  but  only  the  defigning  of  fuch  a 
Creature,  as  ftiouid  be  able  to  fet  forth  his  Glo¬ 
ry*  and  under  that  Condmft  promote  its  own 
Happinefs. 

B  u  t  if  we  confider  further,  the  wonderful  Ef¬ 
fects  of  Divine  Love  in  the  Redemptiorvof  Man¬ 
kind,  the  Love  of  God  to  us  will  ftill  appear  more 
manifeft*  for  when  Man  had  finnld,  and  falln 
from  his  firft  Eftate,  and  was  not  able  to  retrieve 
himfelf,  yet  even  under  that  Affront,  (for  Sin  is 
the  greateft  Indignity  we  can  offer  to  God'  Al¬ 
mighty)  yet  even  then  he  lov’d  us,  Godfo  loved 
the  World  (even  this  linful  World)  as  to  fend 
his  fon  into  the  World ,  that  whofoever.  believeth, 
in  him ,  Jhauld  not  perifb,  but,  have  everlafiing 
Life,  [d) 

These  Confiderations  feem  to  have  led  our 
beloved  Apoftle,  not  only  in  this  Chapter,  but 
throughout  this  whole  Epiftle,  to  thole  divine 
Encomiums,  of  the  Love  of  God,  from;  whence 
he  endeavours  to  recommend  to  us  the  Love  of 
one  another,  as  in  this  Chapter  (e)y  Herein  is 
love ,  not  that  we  loved  God ,  but  that  he  loved 
us ,  and  fent  his  fan  to  be  the  propitiation  for 


-  (f)  Johruii.  1 6.»  (e)  Ver.  ipr-ui>  { 
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our  fins .  Belo  ved/  if  God  fo  loved  us,  we  ought 
alfo  to  love  one  another . 

Though  therefore  the  natural  Eye  hath  not 
feen  nor  can  fee  God  $  yet  by  the  Light  of  thefe 
Divine  Communications,  the  Eye  of  Faith  may 
be  fufficiently  enabled,  to  di (cover  in  him  fuch 
imitable  Perfedions  as  will  not  fuffer  us  to  fay 
we  have  a  due  Regard  for  him,  if  we  do  not  en¬ 
deavour  in  fome  Meafure  to  attain  to  the  fame 
Perfedions  ourfelves.  And  therefore  does  our 
Apoftle  rightly  conclude  in  the  Text;  He  that 
fays  he  loveth  God  and  hateth  his  brother  is  a 
liar ;  i.  e.  He  cannot  be  truly  faid  to  love 
God,  who  does  not  endeavour  to  fhew  the  fame 
Perfedionin  the  Love  of  his  Neighbour.  From 
hence  therefore  we  may  confider, 

I.  What  is  the  true  Foundation  of  Chriftian 
Charity. 

II.  What  are  the  proper  Ads  and  Operations 
of  it. 

i ft.  Then  what  is  the  true  Foundation  of 
Chriftian  Charity. 

Though  the  Duty  of  Almfgiving,  and 
relieving  the  Poor  and  the  Diftrefs’d,  has  a 
fufficient  Foundation  in  the  common  Principles 
of  Humanity ;  for  Pity  and  Compaflion  are  na¬ 
tural  AfFedions,  and  will  move  us  upon  the  Dif- 
covery  of  any  miferable  Objed;  and  therefore  is 
it  upon  that  Principle  very  commendable  5  nay, 

B  though 
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though  this  Duty  of  Almfgiving  and  relieving 
the  Poor  and  the  diftrefs'd,  in  the  common  Efteem 
of  Chriftian  Pradice,  feems  to  have  engrofs'd  to 
itfelf  the  whole  Notion  of  Chriftian  Charity  ; 
yet  is  Chriftian  Charity  in  its  true  Nature,  a 
Virtue  of  much  larger  Extent,  for  St,  Taul  tell 
us  (/*),  Though  I  beftow  all  my  goods  to  feed 
,  and  have  not  charity  it  profiteth  me 

There  may  be  therefore  a  miftaken  Principle 
to  dired  our  Pradice  in  this  Duty ;  or  there  may 
be  falfe  Motives  to  lead  us  to  it,  and  when 
there  are  fo,  'tis  not  a  Chriftian  Charity.  A 
Pharafaical  Oftentation  may  make  us  blow  a 
Trumpet,  to  found  out  our  own  Fame  amongft 
Men,  and  when  it  does  fo  it  gives  us  with  it, 
not  God's  but  our  own  Reward  ;  for  when  all 
the  Aim  and  Defigti  of  the  Adion  is  intended 
only  to  be  feen  of  Men,  by  this  Means  we  gain 
that  End;  and  he  who  has  all  that  he  intended 
has  no  Reafon  to  exped  more. 

Again,  an  over  fuperftitious  Opinion  of  the 
Work,  may  be  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  Charity 
of  the  Adion  ;  for  our  Saviour  has  taught  us  to 
believe,  that  when  we  have  done  all  we  can, 
we  are  ftill  to  account  our  felves  unprofitable  fer- 
vants  (g).  There  is  nothing  we  can  do  can 
engage  God  Almighty  to  give  us  the  Reward  by 
Way  of  Due,  but  we  muft  acknowledge  the 


{f )  1  Cor.  xiii.  3.  (g)  Luke  xvii.  10. 
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Ability  of  the  Performance  to  be  due  to  his 
Grace  5  the  Reward  of  it,  to  his  Bounty. 

And  therefore  Chriftian  Charity  muft  be  a 
Principle  of  more  univerlal  and  extenfive  Influ¬ 
ence  than  this  or  any  other  Angle  Chriftian  Du¬ 
ty  whatfoever;  it  muft  indeed  be  fuch  a  Prim 
ciple,  as  is  able  to  lead,  and  rightly  dired  this, 
and  all  other  Chriftian  Duties  to  their  true  End* 
Under  which  Notion  we  are  now  to  confider  it. 

When  the  inquifttive  Lawyer  in  the  Gofpel 
asked  our  Saviour  [h),  Which  is  the  great  com¬ 
mandment  ?  Our  Saviour  / aid  unto  him ,  thou 
Jbalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God ,  with  all  thy  heart , 
and  with  all  thy  foul ,  and  with  all  thy  mind  5 
this  is  the  firft  and  great  commandment .  And 
the  fecond  is  like  unto  it,  thou  fhalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thy  felf ,  on  thefe  two  commayid - 
ments  hang  all  the  law ,  and  the  prophets .  So 
that  a  ftrid  external  Obfervancc  of  all  the  mi¬ 
nuted  Pundilio’s  of  the  Law,  which  this  Law¬ 
yer  valued  himfelf  upon,  was  not,  in  our  Savi¬ 
our’s  Account,  a  juft  Obedience  to  the  Com¬ 
mandment,  if  that  Obedience  was  not  honeftly 
direded  by  an  univerfal  Principle  of  Love,  to 
God  in  the  firft  Place,  and  to  our  Neighbour  in 
the  fecond. 

From  hence  therefore  we  may  learn  the  true 
Foundation  of  Chriftian  Charity  as  it  refpeds  our 
Brother.  It  muft  not  be  built  upon  a  vain  Often- 
tation,  or  Defire  of  gaining  Praife  and  Efteem  to 

. .  . 1  |,|  |  |  1  Bill  1,  I  III  I  —  |  —  1,  -  -  -  -  


(b)  Match,  xxii.  36,  &c. 
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ourfeives  5  nor  yet  upon  a  bold  Preemption  of 
any  thing  that  may  be  meritorious  in  the  Adion. 
It  mud:  not  bereftiain'd  to  any  one  Angle  Duty  of 
Chriftiantry,  but  extended  thro*  them  all  ;  nor 
niuft  it  be  confin'd  to  the  narrow  Bounds  of  Kin¬ 
dred  and  Acquaintance,  but  muft  be  enlarg'd  as 
far  and  wide  as  the  Produd  of  God  Almighty's 
Love,  the  univerfal  Race  of  Mankind ;  who  be- 
caufe  they  are  his  Off-fpring,  are  therefore  our 
Brethren,  and  confequently  by  him  conftituted 
the  Objeds  of  our  Love. 

For  if  we  confidcr,  as  our  Apoflle  tells  us  in 
this  Chapter,  vet.  1 6.  that  God  ts  Love .  If  we 
confider  further,  that  by  Love  we  were  created ; 
by  greater  Love  we  were  redeemed ;  thefe  Con- 
fiderations  ought  to  be  fufficicnt  to  convince  us, 
that  the  gracious  Communications  of  fuch  a  di¬ 
vine  Principle,  muft  or  fhould  have  a  great  and 
forcible  Influence  upon  our  Nature  ;  it  fhould  ffir 
up  our  Endeavours  to  imitate  that  great  Love  and 
Goodnefs  of  our  Maker,  in  fome  proportionable 
Communications  of  the  like  Love  and  Kindnefs, 
to  fuch  as  may  Band  in  need  of  it  from  us.  Tis 
the  End  for  which  that  Principle  was  implanted 
in  us,  'tis  what  our  Maker  expeds  from  us  5  and 
therefore  when  upon  the  natural  Scheme,  they 
give  it  us  as  a  Principle,  that  Man  is  born  a  fociable 
Creature  5  that  Principle  is  really  no  more,  than 
the  confequential  Efficacy  of  the  Communications 
of  this  divine  Love  and  Goodnefs;  that's  the  Incli¬ 
nation  implanted  in  our  Nature  to  a  mutual  Good¬ 
will,  and  to  the  Exercite  of  mutual  good  Offices. 
Thus  far  even  the  natural  Scheme  will  lead  us,  and 

feems 
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fbemsto  lay  a  reafonable,  and  a  folid,  Foundation 
for  an  univerfal  and  extenfive  Love  and  Charity. 

But  when  we  confider  the  exalted  Love  of 
God  in  the  Redemption  of  Mankind,  an  Ad  of 
Love  as  much  above  our  Merit  as  it  was  beyond 
our  Expectation ;  (for  nothing  but  the  fame  Love 
Which  fin ifh’d  it,  could  poffibly  have  defign’d  it) 
this  will  ftill  give  us  further  Light  and  ftronger 
Arguments,  to  fix  our  Chriftian  Charity  upon  a 
firm  and  true  Foundation :  For  if  we  conitder, 
that  it  was  Sin  which  made  the  firft  Breach  not 
only  between  God  and  us,  but  even  amongft 
ourfejvcs,  for,  From  whence  come  wars  and 
fightings  among  you  ?  fays  St.  James  (/),  Come 
they  not  not  hence ,  even  of  your  lufts ,  that  war 
in  your  members  ?  The  Confideration  certainly 
of  that  divine  Love  which  wrought  the  Recon¬ 
ciliation  for  us,  ought  to  heighten  and  improve 
the  like  Love  and  Charity  amongft  ourfelves. 

Can  any  one  defpife  the  Poor,  the  Captive, 
or  the  Opprefs'd?  when  he  confidcrs,  that  his 
God  and  Saviour  came  to  redeem  him  from  the 
greateft  Indigence  and  trueft  Slavery.  The  want 
of  laving  Knowledge,  and  the  heavy  Bonds  and 
Chains  of  Sin  :  Can  any  one  have  even  an  of¬ 
fending  Brother,  when  he  confiders  that  his  God 
and  Saviour  came  to  reconcile  him  to  himfelf, 
even  then  when  he  was  guilty  of  the  greateft 
Offences  ?  The  whole  Defign  of  Chriftianity 
carries  every  where  with  it  fuch  an  univerfal 


(i)  James  iv.  I, 
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Appearance  of  Love  and  Goodnefs,  not  only  to 
wretched  but  undeferving  Creatures,  that  he  who 
will  ad  upon  thole  Principles,  muft  ncceffarily 
be  led  by  them,  into  all  the  Ads  of  the  fame 
Love  and  Kindnefs,  and  he  who  ads  the  con¬ 
trary,  whatever  he  may  profefs,  is  any  thing  but 
a  true  Chriftian.  He  who  fays  he  loveth  God 
and  hates  his  brother  is  a  liar . 

From  hence  therefore  we  may  learn  what  is 
the  true  Foundation  of  a  Chriftian  Charity.  It 
is  not  a  fmgle  Duty,  a  narrow  or  confin’d  Prin¬ 
ciple  5  but  an  univerfal  and  extenfive  Duty  of 
Religion,  arifing  from  the  Obligations  we  are 
fenfible  we  lye  under  to  our  great  Creator,  and 
our  gracious  Redeemer,  thereby  teaching  us,  to 
love  God  for  his  own  fake,  to  love  our  Brother 
for  God’s  fake.  It  is  a  Principle  which  carries 
an  univerfal  Influence  through  all  our  Chriftian 
Performance,  for  fays  St.  *Paul  ( k ),  Though  I 
fpeak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels , 
and  have  not  charity ,  I  am  beco77ie  as  founding 
brafs ,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal .  Though  I  have  the 
gift  of  prophecy ,  and  underfland  all  myfteries ,  and 
all  knowledge ;  and  though  I  have  all  faith ,  fo 
that  I  could  remove  mountains ,  and  have  no 
charity ,  I  am  nothing .  Though  1  bejlaw  all  my 
goods  to  feed  the  poor ,  and  though  I  give  my 
body  to  be  burned ,  and  have  not  charity ,  it  pro - 
fiteth  me  nothing . 


(£)  i  Cor.  xii't.  i,  z,  3, 
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I  t  is  therefore  fuch  a  Principle  as  is  abfolute- 
ly  neceflary  upon  St.  ‘Paul’s  Account,  to  the 
right  Guidance  and  Direction  of  even  the  greateft 
Gifts  and  Graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit  i  and  there¬ 
fore  muft  be  fuch  a  Principle  as  ought  to  be  a 
neceflary  Ingredient  for  the  Completion  of' all 
our  ordinary  Chriftian  Offices  and  Duties  here  3 
and  fuch  a  Principle  as  will  attend  us  to  the 
Confummation  of  our  Blifs  hereafter,  for  when 
(/)  Faith  and  hope  are  done  away ,  yet  even 
then  abideth  charity,  for  the  greateft  of  thefe  is 
charity . 

From  confidering  therefore  the  Nature  of" 
fuch  an  univerfal  and  exalted  Virtue,  proceed 
we  in  the  next  Place  to  confider  the  proper  Ads  * 
and  Operations  of  it. 

I  f  then  the  Nature  of  Charity  as  it  is  a  Reli¬ 
gious  Duty  be  thus  univerfal  and  extenfive,  a 
particular  Enquiry  into  all  the  Operations  and- 
Influences  of  it,  would  lead  us  through  all  the 
Stages  of  the  Spiritual  Life  here,  and  attend  us  to 
the  Enjoyment  of  Eternal  Life  hereafter,*  it  would 
accompany  us  in  all  our  Duty  to  God,  Charity* 
would  engage  us  from  the  leniibie  Obligations 
he  has  laid  upon  us,  to  a  faithful  Trufl  and  De- 
pen  dance  upon  his  Promifesj  to  a  chearful  Duty 
and  Obedience,  to  his  Commands.  And  from, 
the  Senfc  of  all  the  Benefits  he  has  done  unto, 
us,  it  would  engage  us  further,  to  a  grateful 
Acknowledgement  of  them,  and  a  thankful 

-WWT.MLr,,  . . .  I.l  H  ■■■■■■  .  . . I  I  |  »■  mUlH+MK,  .IWMilKW—i cwW' 

(l)  Ibid.  ver.  13. 
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Return  for  them.  It  would  oblige  us  to  prnife 
his  Holy  Name,  “  For  all  his  goodnefs  and  lov- 
“  ing  kindnds  to  us  and  to  all  men.  For  out 
«c  creation,  preservation,  and  all  the  bleflings  of 
u  tins  life  5  But  above  all,  for  his  ineftimable 
ec  love  in  the  redemption  of  the  World  by  our 
cc  Lord  jfefus  Chrift>  for  the  means  of  grace, 
u  and  for  the  hopes  of  glory.  And  thus  keep 
«  us  continually  employ'd  in  fetting  forth  bts 
<e  glory,  not  only  with  our  lips  but  in  our  lives, 
u  by  giving  up  ourfclves  to  his  fervice,  and  by 
tc  walking  before  him  in  righteoulnefs  and  holi- 
€C  nefs  all  our  days. 

But  becaufe  the  prefent  Opportunity  invites 
us  rather  to  con fider  the  Ads  and  Operations  of 
Charity,  as  they  have  a  Rcfped  to  rhe  Welfare 
of  our  Neighbour  or  our  Brother,  l  fhall  confine 
nayfelf  to  thofe  only,,  which  may  be  conlidered 
under  thefe  there  Heads. 

I.  As  Ads  of  Benevolence. 

II.  As  Ads  of  Beneficence. 

III.  As  Ads  of  Brotherly  Corrcption. 

Which  three  take  in  the  whole  Compafs  of 
that  Duty,  which  Charity  does  oblige  us  to,  in 
Relation  to  our  Brother.  And, 

iji,  Of  Ads  of  Benevolence. 

Benevolence  is  an  Ad  of  the  Will  where¬ 
by  we  Exprefs  our  good  Wifhes  and  Defiles  for 

the 
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the  Good  and  Benefit  of  another  j  this  has  th$ 
true  Charaderiftick  of  a  charitable  Ad,  becaule  it 
does  not  confine  itfelf  to  our  own  Advantage, 
purfues  no  by  or  felfifli  Ends,  but  like  the  Sun  ex¬ 
tends  its  Influence  every  where,  carries  not  only 
Light,  but  a  kindly  Heat  and  nourilhing  Warmth 
along  with  it. 

This  Ad  of  Charity  arifeth  from  that  com¬ 
municated  Goodnefs,  which  was  firfl:  deriv'd  to 
our  Souls  from  the  Divine  Love,  that  connatural 
Principle  which  from  a  due  Contemplation  of  the 
Divine  communicated  Goodnefs  will  eafily  lead 
us  into  the  like  Ddlres  of  being  good  to  others, 
for  'tis  the  firfl:  Property  of  Goodnefs,  to  be  Com¬ 
municative  of  itfelf. 

T  O  be  kindly  affeEtioned  one  to  another ,  tho' 
frequently  inculcated,  yet  is  no  new  Precept  of 
the  Gofpel  ,•  but  a  natural  Principle  created  with 
and  implanted  in  us :  and  therefore  the  frequent 
Enforcement  of  it,  is  only  to  let  us  fee  how  far  we 
had  deviated  from  the  common  Principles  of  Hu¬ 
manity,  and  make  us  fenfible  that  the  Grace  of 
God  is  neceflary  for  the  correding  in  us,  the 
Errors  and  Corruptions  of  our  Nature.  This  Ad 
of  Charity  therefore  upon  this  Account  may  truly 
be  laid  to  be  properly  Chriftian,  for  though  it 
has  a  Foundation  in  Nature  ;  yet  is  it  beft  improv'd 
under  the  advantageous  Principles  of  Chriftianity* 

Of  this  we  have  a  very  inftrudive  Inflance  in 
St.  Taul  to  King  Agrippa ;  for  when  St.  Taul’s 
powerful  Speech  had  fo  far  fhaken  the  King's  Re- 
folutions,  that  he  confeft,  Thou  almoft  perfwadeft 
me  to  be  a  chriftian  5  St.  Taul  return  d  this  gene* 
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rous  Ad  of  Benevolence;  (m)  I  would  to  God ,  that 
not  only  thou ,  but  alfo  all  that  hear  me  this  day> 
were  both  almofly  and  altogether  fuch  as  I  amy 
except  thefe  bonds .  Not  that  the  Apoftic  was  a- 
fham'd  of  his  Bonds,  for  they  were  no  Punifhment 
to  him  but  only  a  Calamity,  nay  they  were  in¬ 
deed  his  Glory;  but  to  fhew  us  that  the  Genero- 
iity  of  a  true  chriftian  Benevolence,  cannot  fuf- 
fer  us  to  wifh  any  Harm  to  any  Perfon,  not  fo 
much  as  a  Calamity  ;  but  only  all  the  Good  we 
can  defire  for  them,  and  in  fome  Cafes  more 
than  they  can  defire  for  themfelves. 

This  is  an  Ad  of  Charity  all  Men  are  capa¬ 
ble  of,  the  meancft  Objed  of  our  Pity  can  return 
us  this  for  our  Bounty  to  him,  and  i  may  venture 
to  fay,  that*  fome  times  the  Prayers  and  good 
Willies  of  a  fin  cere,  and  upright  poor  Man,  may 
have  more  of  true  Charity  in  them,  than  the  Pro* 
fufions  of  his  Benefador, 

O  f  this  Ad  of  Charity,  the  prefent  Appear¬ 
ance  is  a  living  Inflance,  the  feveral  Publick  Chari¬ 
ties  now  before  us  (by  which  all  the  Infirmities  of 
Mankind,  the  Difordcrs  of  the  Mind,  the  Difeafes 
of  the  Body,  the  dcflitute  Condition  of  an  help- 
ids  Infancy,  are  as  far  reliev'd  as  their  prefent 
;  Bounty  can  poffibly  extend)  defire  only  to  en¬ 
large  their  Stock,  not  to  enrich  themfelves,  or 
to  advance  the  Condition  of  thofe  who  are  now 
under  their  Care ;  but  only  that  fuch  a  charitable 
Enlargement,  when  afforded  them,  may  give 
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them  an  Opportunity  of  affifting  more  Obje&s," 
and,  as  Charity  ftiould  be,  make  it  more  univerfal  i 
and  therefore  are  they  a  juft  Example  of  true 
Chriftian  Benevolence. 

^dly?  Proceed  we  therefore  to  the  fecond  Ad 
of  Charity,  as  it  relates  to  our  Brother,  viz,  Be¬ 
neficence.  Now  this  goes  further  than  our  Wifhes 
and  Defires,  and  brings  that  good  Will  into  Ad  y 
for  ’tis  an  actual  doing  good  to  others,  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  we  are  capable  of  doing  it,  and  this 
too  in  fome  Meafure,  though  not  in  all  its  kinds, 
is  univerfal ;  for  there  is  no  one  but  may  help 
his  Neighbour  by  fome  good  Office  or  other,  ei= 
ther  by  Advice  or  Affiftance  3  for  the  firft  of  thefe 
'tis  a  known  Duty  of  chriftian  Beneficence,  and 
we  are  often  commanded  in  the  New  Teftament 
to  admonifh  one  another  5  Sr.  Baul  plainly  ex- 
preftfes  it  thus,  (ri)  Brethren ,  he  not  weary  in  well 
doing?  and  if  any  one  obey  not  our  word  by  this 
epiftte?  note  that  man  and  have  no  company  with 
him ,  that  he  may  be  afh am  d?  yet  count  him  not  as 
an  enemy?  but  admonifh  him  as  a  brother . 

A  (ober,  Vertuous,  and  pious  poor  Man,  may 
adually  do  this  Part  of  Charity  to  a  loofe  and  care* 

J els  Profeflot;  and  when  the  Admonition  has  its 
juftEflfed,  the  Spiritual  Benefadion  docs  more  than 
counterbalance  the  Temporal  Comforts  and  AT* 
fiftances  of  the  other  :  we  are  in  this  Life  all  of 
us  no  more  than  Pilgrims,  upon  our  Journey  to 
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out  Heavenly  Country,  and  common  Humanity 
will  naturally  prompt  us,  to  give  the  belt  Affift- 
ance  we  can,  to  a  weak,  and  faint,  and  weary, 
Fellow-Traveller;  and  he  lufficiently  repays  us, 
when  he  helps  us  forward  in  our  Spiritual  Courfe, 
by  his  pious  Admonitions  and  prevailing  Prayers. 

The  Goods  of  this  Life  are  no  more  then  a 
necelfary  Viaticum,  which  is  to  give  us,  a  com¬ 
fortable,  chrftian,  and  advantageous  Pafiage  thro* 
this  Pilgrimage,  for  we  cannot  carry  them  beyond 
the  Grave;  and  therefore  ought  they  to  be  no 
otherwife  regarded  by  us  ;  to  communicate 
therefore  where  we  have  Abundance  to  thole  that 
want,  is  an  Ad  of  Beneficence  of  that  kind, 
which  mull:  neceilarily,  by  the  Nature  of  it,  be  re- 
ftrain’d  to  thofe  only,  whom  God  Almighty  has 
been  pleas’d  to  honour  with  the  Abundance  of 
his  BlelTings.  Hence  arifeth  the  Duty  and  Necef- 
iity  of  Almfgiving,  and  relieving  the  Poor. 

F  or  divine  Providence,  for  many  wile  Reafons, 
not  now  to  be  infilled  on,  has  thought  fit  to 
order  the  feveral  Conditions  of  Mankind  in  great 
Variety;  fome  Rich  and  Powerful;  others  in  a 
lower  Station,  yet  lufficiently  plentiful ;  fome  in 
a  meaner  Condition,  yet  enabled  by  their  honeft 
Labour  and  Induftry  to  gain  themfelves  a  com¬ 
petent  Subftftence ;  others  by  Misfortune  and  Ca¬ 
lamity  rendred  unable  to  do  this,  and  therefore 
left  upon  our  Hands,  as  the  Lord’s  Portion.  Now 
by  certain  Experience  we  find,  that  this  providen¬ 
tial  Difpenfation  of  feveral  Conditions  of  Man¬ 
kind  is  highly  conducive  to  thepublick  Peace  and 
Welfare,  for  one  great  Reafon  of  it  is,  that  every 

one 
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one  of  us  in  our  feveral  Stations  may  be  ufeful 
and  beneficial  to  one  another,  and  all  of  us  to 
thePublick,  which  if  the  Condition  of  Mankind 
were  equal,  it  would  be  impoffible  we  could  be. 
A  neceflary  Submiflion  therefore  and  Obedience 
to  this  divine  Ordination,  together  with  a  juft 
Concern  for  the  publick  Welfare,  muft  lay  it  up¬ 
on  us,  as  a  neceflary  Duty,  to  relieve  fuch  whom 
wefiiid  to  be  fo  far  opprefs'd  by  any  Calamity  or 
Misfortune,  that  they  are  render'd  thereby  unable 
to  perform  their  Part  of  Duty,  either  to  them- 
ielves,  or  to  the  pulick  Welfare. 

But  if  this  natural  Reafon  Ihould  not  be  fuf- 
ficienttofix  the  Neceffity  of  the  Duty  of  Almf- 
giving  and  relieving  the  Poor  and  Diftrefs'di  "tis 
further  ftill  enforc'd  upon  us,  by  the  pofitive  Com¬ 
mands  of  God  5  and  his  gracious  Fromifes  made 
to  the  due  Perfotmance  of  it,  ought  to  quicken 
us  in  the  generous  Pra&iceof  that  which  may  be 
of  fo  great  Advantage  to  us.  Thus  for  Inftancej 

W  E  are  commanded  to  Honour  God  with 
our  fubftance  [o).  And under  the  J  ewzjb  Occonomy 
God  Almighty  was  very  particular  in  dire&ing 
them  how  to  do  it.  The  Sabbatick  Year  is 
commanded  them  for  this  Reafon.  That  the  poor 
of  thy  people  may  eat  ( p ).  And  again  not  only  the 
Gleanings  of  the  Harveft  and  Vineyatd,  but  even 
part  of  the  Crop  itfelf  ist  commanded  to  be  left. 
For  the  poor  and  ftr anger  (< q Again  an  univerlai 
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Command  is  given  (r);  If  thy  brother  be  waxen 
poor,  and  fallen  into  decay  with  thee  j  then  thou 
jhaft  relieve  him:  yea  though  he  be  a  fir  anger  or 
a  fojourner-y  that  he  may  live  with  thee.  They 
are  told  alfo,  that  the  Poor  fhall  never  ceafe  out 
of  their  Land.  Therefore  I  command  thee  Jayingy 
thou  fh  a  It  open  thine  hand  wide  unto  thy  brother , 
to  thy  poor ,  and  to  thy  needy  in  thy  land  '(f). 

The  Duty  being  thus  fix'd  both  upon  the  Prin¬ 
ciple  of  Nature,  and  rhe  pofitive  Law  of  God,  fo 
that  it  is  of  that  kind,  that  is  was  not  to  ceafe 
with  the  inftituted  ceremonial  Law  of  the  Jews ; 
Our  Saviour  fuppofing  the  Obligation  to  it,  to  be 
fufficicntly  underftood  by  Mankind,  in  his  Com¬ 
mands  concerning  it,  dire&s  us  only  to  thehoneft 
and  fin  cere  Pradice  of  it; 

Fo  r  thus  we  find  his  Law  ftands  in  his  Sermon 
upon  the  Mount.  When  thou  doeft  thine  alms ,  do ‘ 
not  found  a  trumpet  before  thee,  as  the  hypocrites 
do ;  but  when  thou  doeft  alms,  let  not  thy  left 
hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doth,  that  thine 
alms  may  be  in  fecret  and  thy  Father  which ~ 
feeth  in  fecret ,  himfelf  fhall  reward  thee  open¬ 
ly  (t)..  And  yet  we  have  in  other  places  of 
the  New  Teftament,  even  the  Obligation  to  the 
Duty  i  tie  If  fufficicntly  Let  forth  to  us;  Thus 
St.  Lute  tells  us  [u)?  Give  aims  of  fuch  things~as 
you  have .  And  again  {w),  Sell  what  you  have  and 
give  aims ,  provide  y our fe Ives  bagges  which  wax 
not  old ,  a  treafure  in  t he  . heavens  which-  faileth- 
not.  And  Stv  3? aul  admonjfhes  (xjy  To  do  good , 
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and  to communicate  forget  not ,  for  with  fuch  fa* 
ex  fees  God  is  well  pleas'd.  ■  Laftly  our  Apoftie,, 
Who  fo  hath  this  worlds  goods ,  <07^  his  bro * 
ther  have  need,  and  fhutteth  Up  the  bowels  of  his 
comp  affiomfrom  -  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of 
God  ini  hmfy). 

A  n  Jb  ;-if  ?<to  thefe  Command*  wc  add,  The 
many  gracious  Promifes  made  to  the  fioccre  Per^ 
form  a  nee  of  this  Duty,1 Thai!  find  it  not  only  ne- 
ceflary  for  us*  but.  alio  advantageous  to  ns,  as  out- 
of  many  to  give  you  but  a;  few  -  The  Pfalmift  tells, 
us,  (z)  Bleffed  is  he  that  conftdereth  the  poor  and 
needy ,  tfhe  Lord  fhall  deliver,  him  in, .  the  time  of 
trouble i  LAhcB  Solomdn  fa),  He  that.hath  mercy- 
on  the  poor ,  happy  is  he v  St.  *Paul  repeats  from 
the  1 1 2th  Bfalm  this  Encouragement  {b)>  He 
hath  difpersvd  abroad,  he  hath  given  to  the  poor , 
his  right  eoufne  fsrernainet  h for  ever,  his  horn  fhall, 
be  exalted  with  honour,.  And  our  Saviour  (c),  If 
thou  wile  be  perfect,  go  and  fell  that  thou  haft 
and  give  to  the  poor >  and  thou  fhalt  have  trea - 
fure  in  heaven.  Again  St.  Luke  tells  us  id),  Give, 
audit  fhall  be  given  unto  you  \  good  me  afire  preffedt 
dpwn,  and fhaken  together and  running  over,  fhall 
men  give  into  your  bofom.  For  with  the  fame  mea- 
fure  that  you  mete  withal,  it  fhall  be  me a> fur ed  tor 
you  again .  Thefe  commands  ought  to  oblige  usx 
thele  gracious  Promifes  fbould  engage  us,  to  a 
liberal  and  bountiful  Performance  oi  this  Service* 
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~B;u  t yet  as  a  further  Encouragement  to  if,  give 
iine  leave  briefly  to  reprelent  to  you,  the  gr.eat- 
Advantage  we  reap,  by  the  e^er^ile  of  this  Dui/ 
from  the  publiek  (  iiarities  now  before  us  5  lot 
by  the  liberal  C  oivrributions  of  publiek'  and  pri¬ 
vate  Benefactors  within  the  Gompats  of  this  lafl 
Year,  we  hate  p  vcvr  Childreir  put  forth  Appren¬ 
tices  to  ufefliM  tad  es. 

Jpom  ■Cbrift'i-Hofpiiali  -  i- »  -  : r$4 
of  which  ten  to  Sea  Service,  the  molt 
ufdul  Service  to  this  Nation. 

R  r  MA  1  n  dhll  under  the  Care  and  1 

who  are  ridt^onlv  fed  arid  Cloath'd,  but 
Inftr  utled  too,  in  Principles  ot  Religion, 
as  well  as  ufeful  Arts  and  Sciences^ 

From  St.  Bartholomew* s  Hofpitdl>~% 

Cur'd  and  Diicharg'd  wounded  fick  and? 
maim'd  Soldiers  and  Seamen,  and  otherr’ 
di  leas'd  Per  ions,  J 

Remain  BUI  under  Cure 
F  r  o  m  St.  Thomas’s  Mojpttal >  Cur'd  | 

-and  Pifcharg'd, 

Remain  Bill  under  C tire 
Receiv'd  into  Bndewtl  Hjfjpi  al,l 
Vagrants,  and  other  indigent  and  niiler-  V 
able  People,  ‘  J 

Maintain'd  by  the  faid  Hofpiral,  and  t 
brought  up  in  diverie  Arts  and  Trades,  f 
poor  Apprentices,  J 

From  Bethlehem  Hofpital ,  Cur'd  of  1 
Lundcy,  s  "jf 

Rema  in  under  Cure,  provided  for,  1 
with  Phyfick,  Diet,  and  other  Relief,  j 
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W  e  have  the  like  Advantages  from  the 
London  fVork-Houfey  which  deferves  a 
further  Encouragement,  becaufe  it  not  on¬ 
ly  takes  care  of  the  Maintenance  and  In- 
ftrudion  of  deftitute  Infants,  but  is  alfo 
very  ferviceable,  in  reducing  fturdy  and 
over-grown  Vice  and  Idlenefs. 

They  have  maintain'd  this  Year 
poor  Children, 

And  have  how  under  their  Care, 

There  have  been  this  Year  dilorder- 
ly  Perions  correded  by  Confinement 
and  hard  Labour,  >  0 

Remain  ftil'l,  -  •-  -  71  * 

'  1  -  »  ■  1  t  ■ 

c  r-n  ;  -  i  ::  ■:  y.-j*;  y  n  , .  ■ 

A  nd  this  may  be  fufficient  to  let  us  fee,  the 
Advantage  of  this  fecond  Ad  of  Charity,  Bene¬ 
ficence.  And  to  convince  us  too,  that  it  is  not 
only  a  Duty  we  are  oblig'd  to,  but  alfo  that  a 
fincere  Performance  of  it,  will  bring  great  Re¬ 
wards  to  outfelves,  and  great  Advantage  to  the 
Publick. 

3  dly,  Proceed  we  therefore  to  the  third  and 
laft  Ad  of  Charity  that  of  brotherly  Correpti- 
on.  For  where  Benevolence  and  Beneficence , 
as  winning  Virtues  as  they  are,  are  not  yet  able 
to  produce  thofe  EfFeds  in  our  Brother,  which 
the  Principle  of  Charity  di-reds  us  to,  and  is 
primarily  intended  for,  viz.  The  publick  Wel¬ 
fare  here,  and  his  own  Happincfs  hereafter y 
there  the  Principle  of  true  Charity  will  bid  us 
venture  further  in  the  publick  Caufe,  and  when 
a  decent  Modefty,  and  prudent  Zeal  will  per- 
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mity  oblige  us  to  proced  to  brotherly  Correp* 
tion.  To  reprove  a  miftaken  Brother,  and  as 
far  as  we  are  able,  make  him  feufible  of  his 
faults;  and  when  this  is  done  with  ehriftian 
Prudence,  when  the  One  reproves  with  Meek- 
nefs,  the  Other  hears  with  Patience,  it  is  apt 
not  only  to  produce  an  Amendment  in  the 
faulty,  but  alfo  to  create  a  mutual  Love  and 
AfFedion  between  one  another. 

But  this  is  only  What  may  be  privately 
exercis'd  between  Brother  and  Brother;  there 
is  a  Charity  of  this  kind  in  which  the  publick 
Juftice  is  concern’d,  foj?  in  feme  Cafes  'cis  high¬ 
ly  charitable  to  inftid  Puniftimetifc;  there  are  two 
forts  of  Men  which  are  the  Bane  and  Scandal  of 
a  Common-Wealth,  the  Idle  and  the  Immoral; 
of  the  fir  ft  St.  *Paul  fays  (e)9  He  that  will  not  work 
neither  foould  he  eat\  of  the  other  he  fays,  that 
The  ruler  is  the  minifief  of  God \  a  revenger  to 
execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doth  evil  {/)  ; 
This  part  of  Charity  therefore  muft  be  left  to 
the  judge  and  to  the  Magiftrate,  for  .indeed 
fuch  as  chufe  rather  to  beg  than  earn  their  Liv¬ 
ing,  luch  as  make  our  Streets  their  Hofpitals,  and 
would  rather  expofe  their  Difeafes  than  have  them 
cur’d ;  are  in  my  opinion  fo  far  from  being 
abjeds  of  our  Charity,  that  they  ought  to  be 
the  publick  Care  of  juftice  $  when  our  Laws 
'  have  fo  pioufly  provided,  that  even  the  pooreft 
Perfon  may  in  Juftice  demand  a  neceftary  Subfi- 
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fiance  from  the  Publick  Stock,  it  looks  too  like  - 
a  Reflexion  upon  the  Government,  to  find  com¬ 
mon  Beggary  fo  very  clamoruos  in  our  Streets, 
The  prefent  Occafion  we  are  met  upon 
feems  to  be  intended  as  a  ufeful  Defign,  to¬ 
wards  the  Curing  of  this  Dilorder,  for  it  ftrikes 
at  the  very  Root  of  both  the  Evils  aforemenT 
tinned,-  I diene fs  and  Immorality  >  by  giving 
Children  inch  an  InftruCtion  and  Education,  as 
teaches  them  not  only  their  Duty  towards  God, 
by  bringing  them  to  a  daily  Attendance  upon  his 
Service  i  but  alfo  by  informing  them  of  their 
Duty  to  themfelves,  wbilft  their .Catechijm  in- 
flru&s  them,  to  learn  and  labour  truly  to  get  their 
own  livings  and  to  do  their  Duty  in  that  ft  ate  of 
Life ,  unto  which  it  {ball  pleafe  God  to  call  them. 
And  upon  thele  Accounts  deferves  our  beft  En¬ 
couragement,  for  thus  we  endeavour  not  only 
to  luperfede  the  fever er  Corrections  of  the  Law, 
by  cutting  off  the  Occafion s  of  them,  which  are 
Idlenefs  and  Immorality;  but  alfo  come  as  near, 
as  human  Infirmity  will  give  us  leave  to  the 
height  ot  Chriftiarnty,  and  endeavour  to  practice 
that  Leffon,  which  St.  Paul taught  his  dilorderly 
Thefffllonians  in  a  like  Cafe.  { g )  IV e  hear ,  he  fays, 
that  there  are  fome  which  walk  among  you  disor¬ 
derly,  working  not  at  all ,  but  are  bufie •  bodies  >  , 
now  them  that  are  fuch ,  we  command  and  exhort 
by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ,  that  with  quiet  nefs 
they  work ,  and  eat  their  own  bread . 


(§)  2 ThelT.  Hi.  u,  * 
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To  conclude  then 5  Charity,  we  fee  is  an 
univerfai  Principle,  arifing  from  the  Confideration 
of  the  Love  of  God  to  Mankind,  directing  not 
only  our  Duty  to  God,  but  to  ourfelves,  and  to 
our  Neighbour  alfo;  not  only  our  Alms-Deeds, 
but  all  our  good  Works,  fo  far  as  they  have  any 
Goodnefs  in  them,  muft  be  dire&ed  by  the  In¬ 
fluence  of  this  Principle.  And  therefore  let  us 
Pray  for  this  Divine  and  Heavenly  Vertue,  as  the 
Church  dire&s  us. 

I  ,  «  . 

O  LO  R*D  who  hath  taught  us ,  that  all  our 
s Doings  without  Charity  are  nothing  worth ,  fend 
thy  Holy  Ghoft ,  and  pour  into  our  Hearts  that 
moft  exellent  gift  of  Charity ,  the  very  bond  of 
*Peace  and  of  all  Virtues ,  without  which  whom¬ 
ever  liveth  is  counted  dead  before  thee.  Grant  this 
for  thine  only  Son  Jefus  Chrift’s  fake .  Amen. 

PINT  S. 


